
 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
Levallois, January 14 2010 

 

LARS OLOFSSON APPOINTS JAMES MCCANN AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR FRANCE 

WITHIN THE GROUP’S NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

Lars Olofsson, Chief Executive officer and Board member of Carrefour, announces the 

appointment of James McCann as Executive Director for France within the newly-created Group 

Executive Board.  

 

Formerly General Manager of Tesco business units in various countries in Asia and Europe,  

James McCann replaces Gilles Petit as Executive Director for Carrefour France. 

 

James McCann has extensive strategic knowledge of Client relationship management, which he 

acquired during his career at a global retail leader that has made client relationships a key to it 

success. This knowledge will be a valuable asset for Carrefour, and he will also bring his 

recognised leadership and management skills to Carrefour as the Group enters a new stage in its 

development in France. 

 

Lars Olofsson thanks Gilles Petit for his contribution at the helm of Carrefour France, where he 

implemented the banner convergence plan. He will continue to work on special projects 

alongside the Chief Executive and will ensure a smooth transition with his successor over the 

coming months. 

 

James McCann will join Carrefour France on February 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
Biographical information   

James McCann, a 40-year-old UK national, began his career at Shell Plc before moving in 1994 to 

Mars Inc. where he worked in both the UK and Russia. In 1999 he moved to J Sainsbury Plc 

where initially he was the Non-Food Buying Director and subsequently responsible for all Non-

Food and Ambient Food Buying. In 2002 he joined Tesco Plc and was appointed Operations 

Director in Poland in 2003 before being named CEO of the Malaysian business in 2004.  In 

August 2006 he was appointed CEO of Tesco’s business in Hungary.  James McCann is a fluent 

French speaker.   
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